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 FAFSA completion is positively associated with college 

enrollment and increases the likelihood of a student 

graduating from a postsecondary institution. (Kofoed, 

2015; McKinney, 2013)

 In 2019, the Texas State Legislature passed House Bill 3 

making FAFSA completion a requirement for high school 

graduation beginning with the 2021-2022 academic year.

Why should students apply for Financial Aid?



Objectives

FAFSA UPDATES FAFSA TIPS AND 
RESOURCES

TEXAS ONCOURSE
LEARNING ACADEMY  



Friendly Reminder 

FAFSA 

opens on 

October 1st



Application Updates



 Income threshold for an automatic zero Expected Family 

Contribution (EFC) increased to $27,000.

 IRS Data Retrieval Tool (DRT) will prepopulate answer to 

question 82: “Did (or will) your parents file a Schedule 1 with 

their 2019 tax return?” 

 The "Help Topics" for Schedule I updated to include all 

current exceptions.

 Most help topics on tax return forms now have images of the 

forms with relevant line numbers highlighted

Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA)



Updated help option w/image



 Gradually moving online 

 State is exploring standard online 

option to meet HB3 financial aid 

completion requirement

 Tentative Timeline – aiming 

for Fall 2021

Texas Application for State Financial Aid 
(TASFA)



Virtual FAFSA Events



Virtual Group Setting: FAFSA Presentation 

• Virtual Platform

• Zoom 

• Google Meets

• Microsoft TEAMS

• Time of Presentations

• Consider audience 

• PowerPoint on FAFSA

• FSA ID

• Deadlines

• Required documents

• Address Myths

• Types of aid

• Promote additional session 

for 1-on-1 assistance 

Online Application : https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa

Virtual FAFSA Presentation

Friday, 5 PM – 6 PM

October 16th

October 23rd 

Note: Record virtual parent/student presentations for future on-demand access

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa


Implementation Example: Trenton ISD  

• Platform 

• Google Meets

• Time of Presentations

• 6pm-7pm

• Promotion of Event

• Email Invites  

• FAFSA talking points 

• FSA ID

• Deadlines

• Required documents

• Address Myths

• Types of aid

Online Application : https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa

Virtual FAFSA Presentation

Friday, 5 PM – 6 PM

October 16th

October 23rd 

Note: Record virtual parent/student presentations for future on-demand access

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa


Promotional Materials



Parent Engagement Presentation



Helpful Handouts

◉ Office of Federal Student Aid

◉ https://fsaid.ed.gov/npas/pub/faq.htm

◉ https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-
out/dependency

◉ https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-
out/parent-info

◉ https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/financial-aid-
myths.pdf

◉ Practical Money Skills

https://www.practicalmoneyskills.com/resources/free_materials

https://fsaid.ed.gov/npas/pub/faq.htm
https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/dependency
https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/parent-info
https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/financial-aid-myths.pdf
https://www.practicalmoneyskills.com/resources/free_materials


Request a Financial Aid Presentation 

Note: Schools also offer 1-on-1 assistance if requested 

https://money.utsa.edu/requests/request-a-

financial-aid-presentation-table/

Contact Student Prospective Center

https://money.utsa.edu/requests/request-a-financial-aid-presentation-table/


Virtual One-on-One Assistance 

• Assist student and parents

• Times vary on campus 

• Additional Support 

• College FA Office 

• RSSI Specialist 

Online Application : https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa

Virtual FAFSA 1-on-1 Session 

Mondays & Wednesdays

12:00 PM – 3:30 PM

High School Counselor

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa


◉ Office of Federal Student Aid

◉ https://studentaid.gov/

◉ College For All Texans

◉ http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/

◉ College/University Financial Aid websites

Helpful Websites

https://studentaid.gov/
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/


Social Media 

Federal Student Aid: Stay updated on federal student aid 
programs and events.

@FAFSA: Stay updated with the latest information on 
the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form 
and the federal student aid programs.

Federal Student Aid: Watch videos about federal student 
aid. Topics include understanding the financial aid 
process, applying for aid, borrowing responsibly, repaying 
your federal student loans, and more.

http://facebook.com/federalstudentaid
http://twitter.com/fafsa
http://youtube.com/federalstudentaid


Ask ADVi!

 Part of a statewide 

campaign

 Marketing for your event

 Tips and resources

 Follow on Twitter: 

@askADVi

Text: RSSI
(512)829-3687



Texas OnCourse



The Academy and Resources



Texas OnCourse Academy
Samantha Gonzalez

Content and Resources Program Manager





Texas OnCourse Academy Dashboard



Financial Aid Content Area 



Financial Aid Content Area

Badge Module(s)

Financial Aid Foundational Knowledge • Basic Principles of Financial Aid 

Financial Aid Application Process • FAFSA

• TASFA

• CSS Profile 

Scholarship Application Process • Scholarship Applications

College Cost • College Finances

Badges You Can Earn. Modules You Can Complete.



Financial Aid Application Process

Counselors will be able to:

• Explain the eligibility and documentation requirements for 

federal student aid

• Describe the seven sections of the FAFSA

• Explain how to use the IRS Data Retrieval Tool

• Explain the FAFSA verification process

• Describe best practices and common errors for completing a 

FAFSA

FAFSA Module 



FAFSA Module

• Content updates to reflect 

current and upcoming 

application 

• New learning resources added:

• FAFSA Renewal Steps

• HB3 Financial Aid Requirement 

• Who’s My Parent When I Fill Out 

A Financial Aid Application

Updates and Learning Resources



FAFSA Module

Additional Learning Resources to Support FAFSA Completion



Learning Resources

Additional Resources



Additional FAFSA Resources
Lisa Shaw

Implementation Coordinator 



With Texas OnCourse, all high school graduates, no 
matter where they come from or where they’re 

headed, have a plan for what’s next.



Join Our Email List

• The Educator Playbook

• The College and Career Strategist

Register at texasoncourse.org/newsletter-sign-up

Monthly subscription emails or general news and info



Find all our infographics on Pinterest

https://www.pinterest.com/texasoncourse/ 



Find our videos and webinars on YouTube.com

https://www.youtube.com/texasoncourse/ 



Follow Us on Social

• Facebook: facebook.com/texasoncourse

• Join “The Texas College & Career Planning Source”

• Twitter: @TexasOnCourse

• Instagram: @TexasOnCourse
We’re on Pinterest, LinkedIn, and YouTube too!



 With the HB3 FAFSA requirement beginning next academic 

year, we will continue to share the latest information and 

tools for helping you improve your school district's FAFSA 

completion rate.

 Next RSSI Webinar coming up soon!

Wednesday, September 30, 2020 @ 9a.m.

Topic: Discovering Students’ Post High School Intent

The Post-High school intent discussion activity will help you gain a 

deeper understanding about students’ aspirations for when they 

graduate from high school.

Closing remarks 



Discussion


